In Memory of
Petty Officer Airman GERALD PATRICK HAGERTY

FX. 88911, H.M.S. Heron., Royal Navy
who died age 21 on 02 December 1943

Son of George and Elizabeth Hagerty, of L ongton.

Remembered with honour
LONGTON (ST. ANDREW) CHURCHYARD

—

THEIR NAME Lvem
_FQR EVERMORE

Commemor ated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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Gerald Patrick HAGERTY’s medals and insignia retained by hisbrother Geoffrey

The 1939-45 War Medal

War Medal (1939-45)

Medal

War Medal. The obverse of
the medal (shown here)
shows the crowned head of
King George VI, while the
reverse bears alion standing
on adragon with two heads,
above are the dates 1939
and 1945.

Ribbon

In the colours of the Union
Flag, anarrow central red
stripe flanked by narrow
white stripes, wider blue
stripes and then red.

Criteria

The War Medal was
awarded to all fulltime
personnel of the armed
forces wherever they were
serving, provided they had
served for at least 28 days
between 3 September 1939
and 2 September 1945.

Metal clasp broach of his
R.N.A.S. ‘wings presented
to hismother by Pat.

Two varying sizes of Pat’s
cloth R.N.A.S. ‘wings
taken from hisuniform by
his colleagues and
forwarded to the family.

The 1939 —45 Star

The six-pointed star, in
bronze, with the cypher of
King George VI in the
centre.

Ribbon

Equal stripes of dark blue,
to represent the service of
the Royal and Merchant
Navies, red, to represent
that of the Armies and light
blue to represent that of Air
Forces. Worn with the dark
blue stripe furthest from the
left shoulder.

Criteria

The 193945 Star was
awarded for any period of
operational service overseas
between 3 Sep 1939 and 8
May 1945 (2 Sep 1945 in
the Far East).

Nava personnel qualify
after 180 days afloat in
areas of operationsaslaid
out in the regulations
between certain specified
dates.
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Gerald Patrick HAGERTY

Pat Hagerty was born on 25" April 1922 at 2 Park Avenue, New Longton, near Preston. His
parents were George Hagerty who was born on 25" September 1887 at Ramsbottom, Lancs, and
Elizabeth Hagerty nee Smith who was born on 7" June 1890 at Irwell Vale, near Haslingden.

Pat attended Primary School at New Longton, and in 1933 he went to Hutton Grammar School. In
1939 he started working for Horrockses Crewdson & Co. Ltd. in the offices at Yard Works, Stanley
Street, Preston.

Towards the end of 1940 he volunteered for the Fleet Air Arm. (Call up age at that time was 19,
slowly reducing, as it was not possible to call every man up at once).

After passing an extremely stringent extra medical, he was called up in February 1941. His
training included a spell in Ontario for flying training, and this gave him the opportunity to visit
New York on a brief leave. Despite the U-boats, he sailed safely back to England and took up
Aircraft Carrier based flying duties.

During the War, naval personnel were not allowed to reveal where they had been, but | later
understood from our father that he had been on the Malta run through the Mediterranean.

In the Autumn of 1943 he was land based at HMS Heron near Y eovilton in Somerset on training
and administrative duties, and he was detached from Yeovilton to a smal Nava Air Station at
Charlton Horethorne near Sherborne, Dorset. He was also involved in setting up a new Naval Air
Station in South Wales, and he told us that he had three beds at the same time, and slept wherever
he was at bedtime!

At about 5.30 p.m. on Thursday 2™ December there was a knock at our front door which |
answered, and there was a lady from Longton Post Office there with atelegram. As she handed it
to me she said “| am afraid it is very bad news’, and | replied “Is it my brother?’ to which she said
“Yes’. Thetelegram said that he had been killed on active service at 1.19 pm that afternoon near
Clevedon, Somerset.

We were never told the cause of his plane crashing, so far as | am aware, but the phrase “On active
service” meant that no enemy action was involved. He had written a letter on 1st December, the
previous day, saying that he had a heavy influenza cold, “but the flying programme couldn’t stop
because all the pilots had abad cold.” That was how it had to bein wartime.

Because he had died on land, not at sea, my parents were given the option of having him brought
home for burial, or aburia at Y eovilton Parish Church with Military Honours. They chose to have
him brought home, and he was given a Guard of Honour of the porters at Preston station.



Photo' and text courtesy of Geoff Hagerty
(Brother) 19.11.2006

‘Wyncroft’, Brownhill Lane, L ongton,
former home of Pat Hagerty as he
went off to war

Petty Officer FX 88911 Geradd Patrick HAGERTY, D.o.W. 02. Dec. 1943, H.M.S. Heron
(Yeovilton Royal Naval Air Station, Somerset) buried at Longton, No. N.B. 51, Born 2, Park
Avenue, New Longton, resided Wyncroft, Brownhill Lane, Longton, (corner of Thropps Lane)
when he went to war. Believed killed in aflying accident and brought back home.

Penwortham &. Mary's Church Magazine February, 1944 Page viii

“Pat” Hagerty. News was received on Thursday, 2" December, that “Pat” had been killed while on
active service in the Fleet Air Arm. “Pat” had had a successful career at School, had made a most
promising beginning in Commercial life and then chose the Service he preferred for the war. Inthis
Service he became a proficient Officer and was proud of his rank and service. He died as he lived,
faithful and devoted to the best and highest he knew. We extend our sympathy to his parents and
his brother in their loss and bereavement.




Barratt's Trade Directory of Preston — 1936
Page 733 George HAGERTY, Clrk, 2 Park Avenue, New Longton

Barratt’s Trade Directory of Preston — 1940
Page 776 George HAGERTY, Clrk., Brownhill Lane, Longton

January 1940 Electora Register — Fylde Parliamentary Division — Fylde South Electoral Division
Penwortham Electoral District — Longton West Ward —LRO Ref:-EL 6/1/5

Voter No. 524 HAGERTY, Elizabeth, Wyncroft, Brownhill Lane
Voter No. 525 HAGERTY, George, Wyncroft, Brownhill Lane

January 1945 Electora Register — Fylde Parliamentary Division — Fylde South Electoral Division
Penwortham Electoral District — Longton West Ward —LRO Ref:-EL 6/2/5

Voter No. 527 HAGERTY, George Wyncroft, Brownhill Lane

Voter No. 528 HAGERTY, Elizabeth Wyncroft, Brownhill Lane
Methodist Circuit Baptismal Register L.R.O. Ref:- MPR 2/1/5 (micr ofilm)
Baptised 29 May, 1922 Born 25 April, 1922

Gerald Patrick HAGERTY, son off George (civil servant) and Elizabeth HAGERTY, 2 Park
Avenue, New Longton, minister Fred Firth

Baptised 4 July, 1929 Born 20 July, 1926

Geoffrey David Graham HAGERTY,, son of George (civil servant) and Elizabeth HAGERTY, 2
Park Avenue, New Longton, minister James Grant

HAGERTY'S colleague was

In Memory of

Naval Airman 1st Class DENISWHITE
FX95141, H.M.S. Heron, Roya Navy

who died age 19 on 02 December 1943

Son of John and Mary White, of Shildon.
Remembered with honour

SHILDON CEMETERY

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonweath War Graves Commission
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G. P. HAGERTY Petty Officer Airman RN
FX 88911 HMS Heron 2 December, 1943 aged 21
(C.W. G. C. Headstone)



